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Coin Poster 

Tape the penny poster in the first section of the chart. This is the penny.
It’s easy to spot a penny because it’s the only coin of this color. Do
you know what we call this color? Students may guess “brown,” but
explain that this color is shinier than regular brown, and we call it “copper.”
Write “copper” in the proper area of the chart. 

Optional: You may want to pass around a copper and a brown crayon at
this time to allow students to tell the difference. To help nonreaders you
might also want to tape a copper crayon in the “color” field of the chart.

A penny is worth one cent. The word “worth” means how much
money it stands for. If you have one penny, you have one cent. Write
“Penny = 1¢” in the chart.

Who can tell me the name of the man on the front of the penny?
Abraham Lincoln. Write his name on the chart. Abraham Lincoln was
the sixteenth President of the United States.

Every U.S. coin (except for those two one-dollar coins we men-
tioned) has a picture of a U.S. President on it. Knowing the
Presidents’ faces is another way to help you name the coins. NOTE:
You may want to tell students that the dollar coins contain pictures of
American women: Sacagawea and Susan B. Anthony.

Now let’s look at the back of the penny. Can you see this building?
This is a famous building called a memorial. This one is located in
Washington, D.C. Have any of you visited there? This building is
called the Lincoln Memorial, and it was built to honor President
Abraham Lincoln, whose picture is on the front of the penny. Write
“Lincoln Memorial” in the chart.

There are some words and sayings on every coin that can also help
you identify them. The penny has the words “In God We Trust” and
“Liberty” on the front. Other coins have different words.
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First graders can’t read most
of these words, but graphic
displays like this help visual
learners mentally organize
facts.

Picture Name and Color President On BackAmount

Penny = 1¢ Copper Abraham Lincoln
Lincoln Memorial

Nickel = 5¢ Gray (“nickel” Thomas Monticello 
colored) Jefferson OR Westward 

Journey™
Image

Dime = 10¢ Silver Franklin A torch, an 
Roosevelt olive branch, 

and an oak 
branch

Quarter = 25¢ Silver George Eagle holding 
Washington branch OR a 

state-based 
design

Keep in mind that you may
have color-blind students in
the class. Stress other identi-
fying characteristics of coins.
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